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MONTH BY MONTH WITH THE N.CW.C. 


Four Episcopal Assignments 
Announced by Apostolic Delegation 


On November 16, the following episcopal appointments by the Holy See 
were announced through the Apostolic Delegation in Washington: 

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, formerly Titular Bishop of Pinara and 
Coadjutor of the Diocese of Winona, to be Titular Archbishop of Silyum and 
Coadjutor with right of succession to Archbishop Henry P. Rohlman, of 
Dubuque. 

The Rt. Reverend Msgr. Francis E. Hyland, pastor of the Church of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Philadelphia, named Titular Bishop of Gomphi and Aux- 
iliary to the Most Rev. Gerald P. O'Hara, Bishop of Savannah-Atlanta. 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. James H. Griffiths, chancellor of the Military Ordi- 
nariate, to be Titular Bishop of Gaza and Auxiliary to His Eminence Francis 
Cardinal Spellman of New York in his capacity as Military Vicar. 

Archbishop-designate Binz was ordained in Rome in 1924, and served 
the Diocese of Rockford until 1936 when he became Secretary of the Apos- 
tolic Delegation in Washington. In 1942 he became Coadjutor Bishop of 
Winona. 

Bishop-designate Hyland was ordained in Philadelphia in 1927, subse- 
quently studying at the Catholic University of America. He also served as 
Secretary on the staff of the Apostolic Delegation from January, 1929 until 
1938. 

Bishop-designate Griffiths studied and was ordained in the Eternal City 
in 1927. Further study, pastoral and diocesan duties occupied Monsignor 
Griffiths until 1943, when he became Chancellor of the Military Ordinariate. 

Later in the month the appointment of the Most Reverend Edward A. 
Fitzgerald, formerly Auxiliary to the Most Reverend Henry P. Rohlman, 
Archbishop of Dubuque, was named Bishop of Winona. 

Bishop Fitzgerald was ordained in Dubuque, Iowa on July 25, 1916, and 
was named Auxiliary Bishop of Dubuque ps: Titular Bishop of Cantanus on 
August 21, 1946. 

Congratulations are extended to each of Their Excellencies—Archbishop- 
designate Binz, Bishop Fitzgerald, Bishops-designate Hyland and Griffiths. 


Margaret J]. Mealey becomes 
Executive Secretary, N.C.C.W. 


Miss Margaret J. Mealey of Oakland, Calif., has been appointed Executive 
Secretary of the National Council of Catholic Women, according to an an- 
nouncement of Mrs. A. S. Lucas, president. Miss Mealey succeeds Mrs. 
George Rock, the former Miss Ruth Craven, who resigned in August follow- 
ing her marriage. 

For the past year, Miss Mealey has been Director of Services for Women 
and Girls tie National Catholic Community Service, a USO agency. Prior 
to that she served as program consultant for the N.C.C.S. Women’s Division 
on the West Coast and later was regional supervisor of the Women’s Division 
program in Oregon, Washington and Idaho. 

While regional supervisor, Miss Mealey developed cooperative programs 
with the Seattle D.C.C.W. who provided assistance in USO-NCCS clubs in 
Bremerton, Renton, and Seattle, Washington, and in the Military Hospital 
program in Seattle. Before joining N.C.C.S. in 1942, she was affiliated with 
state social work agencies as case worker and director of labor relations in 
Alameda County, Calif. 

Miss Mealey has represented N.C.C.S. on the Advisory Council to the 
Women's Interests Section, Department of National Defense, and has served 
on the USO committee on volunteers which plans and conducts volunteer 
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THE BISHOPS INTERPRET THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 


The text of the statement of the Cardinals, Archbishops and 
Bishops of the United States issued at the close of their annual 
meeting in Washington, D. C., on November 16-17-18, and 
signed in their names by the members of the Administrative 
Board of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, whose 
names appear at the end of this statement. 


ose world’s horizons are those of 
time, not of eternity. Its interests 
are material, not spiritual. The world 
acknowledges God with an occasional 
word of reference, but it is not truly 
interested in God, His purposes, or His 
law. It wishes God to stay in His 
heaven; as occasion permits, it is will- 
ing to salute Him there. But it re- 
sents intervention of God in affairs on 
earth. It is irritated by any assertion 
of God's rights here, any demand for 
service to God, any exaction of reliance 
upon God's Providence. 

The western world today still pro- 
claims human dignity. But in the 
main it treats man, physically, as the 
product of materialistic and mechanical 
evolution. It tends more and more to 
treat man, socially, as the creature of 
the State or of control-groups within 
the State. Again, the world recognizes 
a vaguely conceived spiritual institu- 
tion which it calls the Church. Yet, 
practically, the Church is treated as a 
collection of welfare centers, a human 
thing throughout and not divine, which 
is to be formed into a unified instru- 
ment of social action by general con- 
cession and compromise. The world 
makes no quest for divinely revealed 
truth. It seeks no divine guidance, no 
divine indication of duty and spiritual 
allegiance. It ignores ultimates, and 
restricts its vision to the here and 
now. In all this, there is inversion 
and disorder. Out of such disorder 
it is not reasonable to expect the 
mergence of human security, prosper- 
ity, and peace. 

For God cornes first. God has re- 
vealed His purposes regarding man not 
only through the light of natural rea- 
son but also through ‘he gift of super- 
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natural revelation, which we accept 
by faith. Paradoxically, as a brilliant 
modern writer observes, if you take 
away the supernatural, you have left, 
not the natural, but the unnatural. 

Perhaps the most evident and devas- 
tating effect of the disregard of super- 
natural faith in human society is to 
be found in what it has done to fam- 
ily life. The world which discounts 
supernatural faith in God's revelation, 
praises family life, declares its place 
and function essential to human well- 
being, and speaks with high sentiment 
of the sacredness of the home. Yet 
by countless acts and agencies it moves 
steadily to disrupt family life and to 
destroy the home. It approves and 
facilitates divorce as a cure for domes- 
tic ills. It accepts multiple marriages 
which usually mean a hopeless entan- 
glement of the infelicities of a plural- 
ity of broken homes. It sponsors 
planned parenthood by use of unnat- 
ural and morally degrading means, 
thus infusing poison into the heart 
of family life by destroying in hus- 
band and wife the self-respect and 
mutual reverence on which alone are 
built enduring love and patient fidel- 
ity. It is unconcerned, hee the most 
part, about its manifest duty of re- 
moving the great difficulties that lie 
in the way of those who wish to marry 
and establish homes. Its social legis- 
lation in point of suitable housing, de- 
cent material facilities, security in in- 
come and prospects, is slow, fumbling, 
and inadequate. An unbelieving world 
professing recognition of the essential 
value of family life, actually discounts 
that value and moves to destroy what 
it claims to cherish. 

All this amounts to a calculated at- 


tack upon family life. To counteract 
this attack it is urgent to have a clear 
knowledge which faith gives of what 
the family is, and of what it means 
to the individual man and to human 
society. 

In the view of faith the family is, 
first of all, a divine institution. A 
divine institution is not within man’s 
control to abrogate or alter. It is 
God's own work. Attack upon it is 
even humanly speaking disastrous. It 
strikes tragically at the even balance 
of right human relations, and ends 
in calamitous disorder. 

Faith merely confirms reason in hold- 
ing that husband and wife constitute 
conjugal society. When their union 
is blessed with offspring, this society 
becomes a family. It is a divinely 
founded natural society. It is prior, 
in existence and in its nature, to every 
other human society, to every state or 
nation. It is the basic social unit. It 
has its own native rights which no 
civil power can take away or unduly 
limit. To serve and protect the fam- 
ily and its life, states are formed and 
governments established. 

Social philosophers, as well as the 
great mass of mankind schooled only 
in sanity and common human expe- 
rience, agree upon the importance of 
the family to individual man. The 
formative years of life are normally 
passed in the bosom of the family. 
Family life encircles the child with no 
mere casual set of surroundings. It 
is his constant school; it is his realm, 
his world. Even through his adoles- 
cence he returns to it as to the moor- 
ings of his soul. Family life, far be- 
yond any other external influence, 

(Turn to page 15) 
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The Bishops Meet 


In General Session --November 16-17-18, 1949 


HE annual general meeting of the Cardinals, 
Archbishops and Bishops of the United States was 
held at Catholic University November 16-18. 

One hundred thirty-five members of the Hierarchy 
attended the sessions held in Caldwell Hall. The 
general meeting was preceded, as is the custom, 
by meetings of the Administrative Board, N.C.W.C. 
at 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. on November 
14th and 15th. 

In acknowledging the gratitude of the Catholic 
world for the generosity of American Catholics in 
supplying, through the Bishops’ War Emergency and 
Relief collection, food, clothing and shelter for the 
millions of victims of war, Pope Pius XII wrote as 
follows: 

“The occasion of the annual conference of the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops of the United States offers us 
the welcome opportunity of extending to you vener- 
able brethren of the American Hierarchy cordial greet- 
ings and the assurance’ of our prayerful remembrance 
during these days of your deliberations so important 
for the advancement of the cause of Christ and His 
Church in your beloved country. 

“Among the many and insidious threats to the 
Christian cause at this time perhaps none is fraught 
with so much peril for the future as the growing 
tendency toward secularism in public and private life. 
We have noted with satisfaction how uncompromis- 
ingly you have on repeated occasion proclaimed this 
danger and indicated the only effective remedy in the 
return of mankind to Jesus Christ, Our Lord, and the 
restoration of all things in Him. 

“Nor are we unmindful of your unsparing efforts 
to bring a Christian solution to the harassing problem 
of refugees and excess populations and to broaden 
the possibilities of reception into your own country 
of a more considerable number of those displaced by 
the war and of the normal immigrants. 

“It is fitting that we avail ourselves of this annual 
assemblage to express our heartfelt gratitude for the 
filial devotion evidenced by the individual Archbishops 
and Bishops in the prayers for our intentions and the 
offerings presented to us during the past year on the 
occasion of the commemoration of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of our priestly ordination. 

“We would likewise express to you and to those 
entrusted to your loving care our sincere appreciation 
of your collective generosity in placing in our hands 
a very substantial contribution which has enabled 
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us to provide a sensible measure of relief to the wide- 
spread distress and destitution of this postwar period. 
The appeals of the suffering victims have not ceased 
to pour into the Common Father and since their cry 
cannot go unheeded we trustingly turn to the more 
fortunate members of the Church Universal for the 
means to aid the needy and afflicted. 

“In token our eternal gratitude for all that you have 
done and are continuing to do for the upbuilding of 
the Church in the bond of the charity of Christ and as 
a pledge of abundant divine grace and guidance in 
your zealous labors for souls, we affectionately con- 
vey to you, venerable brethren, our special Apostolic 
blessing. 

(s) Pius PP.XII” 


Early in the course of the meeting, the Bishops re- 
elected the Administrative Board, N.C.W.C., which 
organized itself as follows on the day following the 
close of the general meeting: Archbishop John T. 
McNicholas, O.P., of Cincinnati, chairman of the 
Board; Archbishop Francis P. Keough of Baltimore, 
vice chairman of the Board and chairman of the 
N.C.W.C. Department of Education; Bishop John 
Mark Gannon of Erie, treasurer; Bishop John F. Noll 
of Fort Wayne, secretary; Archbishop Robert E. 
Lucey of San Antonio, chairman of the N.C.W.C. 
Department of Lay Organizations; Archbishop Rich- 
ard J. Cushing of Boston, chairman of the Youth 
Department; Archbishop Joseph E. Ritter of St. Louis, 
chairman of the Department of Catholic Action Study; 
Archbishop Patrick A. O’Boyle of Washington, chair- 
man of the Department of Social Action; Bishop 
Michael J. Ready of Columbus, chairman of the Press 
Department; Bishop Emmet M. Walsh, coadjutor of 
Youngstown, chairman of the Legal Department. 

The Administrative Board re-elected Monsignor 
Howard J. Carroll as General Secretary of the 
N.C.W.C. The Board also re-elected Monsignor 
Paul F. Tanner to the office of Assistant General Sec- 
retary. 

The Administrative Board invited the following 
members of the Hierarchy to serve as assistant chair- 
men in the various N.C.W.C. departments as follows: 

Bishop William D. O’Brien, Auxiliary of Chicago, 
assistant treasurer; Bishop Matthew F. Brady of Man- 
chester, assistant chairman of the Department of Edu- 
cation; Bishop Bryan J. McEntegart of Ogdensburg, 
assistant chairman of the Legal Department; Bishop 
Thomas K. Gorman of Reno, assistant chairman of 
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ROSTER OF CARDINALS, ARCHBISHOPS AND BISHOPS 
ATTENDING ANNUAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 16-17-18, 1949 


Their Eminences Edward Cardinal Mooney, 
Archbishop of Detroit; Samuel Cardinal Stritch, 
Archbishop of Chicago; Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of New York. 

Their Excellencies Archbishops Gerald T. Bergan 
of Omaha, Edwin V. Byrne of Santa Fe, Richard J. 
Cushing of Boston, John A. Floersh of Louisville, 
Francis P. Keough of Baltimore, Moses E. Kiley of 
Milwaukee, Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio, J. Fran- 
cis A. Mcintyre of Los Angeles, John J. Mitty of 
San Francisco, Patrick A. O’Boyle of Washington, 
Joseph E. Ritter of St. Louis, Henry P. Rohiman of 
Dubuque, Joseph F. Rummel of New Orleans, Paul 
C. Schulte of Indianapolis, Urban J. Vehr of Denver. 

Their Excellencies Bishops William L. Adrian of 
Nashville, Joseph H. Albers of Lansing, Karl J. Alter 
of Toledo, Robert J. Armstrong of Sacramento, Stan- 
islaus V. Bona of Green Bay, John J. Boylan of Rock- 
ford, Matthew F. Brady of Manchester, William O. 
Brady of Sioux Falls, Christopher E. Bryne of Galves- 
ton, Charles Francis Buddy of San Diego, Mark K. 
Carroll of Wichita, William J. Condon of Great Falls, 
Francis R. Cotton of Owensboro, Edward C. Daly, 
O.P., of Des Moines, James P. Davis, of San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, Bernard T. Espelage, O.F.M., of Gallup, 
Bartholomew J. Eustice of Camden, Edmond J. Fitz- 
Maurice of Wilmington, Laurence J. FitzSimmon of 
Amarillo, Albert L. Fletcher of Little Rock, Walter 
A. Foery of Syracuse, John Mark Gannon of Erie, 
Daniel J. Gercke of Tucson, Richard O. Gerow of 
Natchez, Joseph M. Gilmore of Helena, Thomas K. 
Gorman of Reno, Henry J. Grimmelsman of Evans- 
ville, Richard T. Guilfoyle of Altoona, Francis J. Haas 
of Grand Rapids, William ]. Hafey of Scranton, Ralph 
L. Hayes of Davenport, Edward F. Hoban of Cleve- 
land, Duane G. Hunt of Salt Lake, Peter L. Ireton 
of Richmond, Daniel Ivancho of Pittsburgh (Greek 
rite), Jules B. Jeanmard of Lafayette (La.), James 
E. Kearney of Rochester, Louis B. Kucera of Lin- 
coln, Charles Hubert LeBlond of St. Joseph, George 
L. Leech of Harrisburg, Bryan J. McEntegart of 
Ogdensburg, Eugene J. McGuinness of Oklahoma 
City-Tulsa, James E. McManus, C.SS.R., of Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, Martin D. McNamara of Joliet, Russell 
J. McVinney of Providence, Sidney M. Metzger of 
El Paso, Albert G. Meyer of Superior, Joseph M. 
Mueller of Sioux City, William T. Mulloy of Cov- 
ington, John K. Mussio of Steubenville, Thomas L. 
Noa of Marquette, John F. Noll of Fort Wayne, 
Henry J. O’Brien of Hartford, Martin J. O’Connor, 
Rector of the North American College of Rome, 
Italy, William A. O'Connor of Springfield in Illinois, 
William P. O'Connor of Madison, Edwin V. O’Hara 
of Kansas City, John F. O’Hara, C.S.C., of Buffalo, 
Michael J. Ready of Columbus, Louis J. Reicher of 


Austin, Edward F. Ryan of Burlington, Vincent J. 
Ryan of Bismarck, Francis J. Schenk of Crookston, 
Joseph H. Schlarman of Peoria, John J. Swint of 
Wheeling, Frank A. Thill of Salina, Thomas }. Toolen 
of Mobile, John P. Treacy of LaCrosse, Vincent S. 
Waters of Raleigh, Thomas A. Welch of Duluth, 
Charles D. White of Spokane, Joseph C. Willging of 
Pueblo, and Albert R. Zuroweste of Belleville. 


Their Excellencies Bishops Appolinaris Baumgart- 
ner, O.F.M., Cap., Vicar Apostolic of Guam; Francis 
D. Gleeson, S.J., Vicar Apostolic of Alaska. 


Their Excellencies Bishops Peter W. Bartholome, 
Coadjutor of St. Cloud; Leo Binz, Coadjutor and 
Apostolic Administrator of Winona; James L. Con- 
nolly, Coadjutor of Fall River; Thomas A. Connolly, 
Coadjator of Seattle; John F. Dearden, Coadjutor of 
Pittsburgh; Mariano S. Garriga, Coadjutor to the 
Bishop of Corpus Christi; Hubert M. Newell, Coad- 
jutor of Cheyenne; William A. Scully, Coadjutor of 
Albany; Emmet M. Walsh, Coadjutor of Youngs- 
town. 


Their Excellencies Bishops William R. Arnold, 
Military Delegate; Roman Atkielski, Auxiliary of 
Milwaukee; Allen James Babcock, Auxiliary of 
Detroit; Floyd L. Begin, Auxiliary of Cleveland; 
Joseph A. Burke, Auxiliary to the Bishop of Buffalo; 
L. Abel Caillouet, Auxiliary of New Orleans; Wil- 
liam E. Cousins, Auxiliary of Chicago; Augustine 
Danglymayr, Auxiliary of Dallas; Hugh A. Donohoe, 
Auxiliary of San Francisco; Stephen J. Donahue, 
Auxiliary of New York; Daniel Joseph Feeney, Auxil- 
iary of Portland, Me.; Edward A. Fitzgerald, Auxil- 
iary of Dubuque; Joseph F. Flannelly, Auxiliary of 
New York; John Grellinger, Auxiliary of Green Bay; 
Charles H. Helmsing, Auxiliary of St. Louis; Raymond 
A. Kearney, Auxiliary to the Bishop of Brooklyn; 
Henry T. Klonowski, Auxiliary to the Bishop of 
Scranton; Hugh L. Lamb, Auxiliary of Philadelphia; 
Raymond A. Lane, M.M., Superior General of the 
Foreign Mission Society of America; Timothy Man- 
ning, Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles; Joseph M. 
Marling, C.PP.S., Auxiliary of Kansas City; J. Carroll 
McCormick, Auxiliary of Philadelphia; Thomas J. 
McDonnell, Auxiliary of New York; Thomas J. Mc- 
Donough, Auxiliary of St. Augustine; Joseph T. Mc- 
Gucken, Auxiliary of Los Angeles; Edward P. Mc- 
Manaman, Auxiliary of Erie; John M. McNamara, 
Auxiliary of Washington; James A. McNulty, 
Auxiliary to the Archbishop of Newark; Wil- 
liam D. O’Brien, Auxiliary of Chicago; James T. 
O'Dowd, Auxiliary of San Francisco; George Jj. Rehr- 
ing, Auxiliary of Cincinnati; Lawrence J. Shehan, 
Auxiliary of Baltimore; Stephen S. Woznicki, Auxil- 
iary of Detroit; John J. Wright, Auxiliary of Boston. 
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the Press Department; Bishop Allen J. Babcock, Aux- 
iliary of Detroit, assistant chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Lay Organizations; Bishop Richard O. Gerow 
of Natchez, assistant chairman of the Youth Depart- 
ment; Bishop John F. O'Hara, CS.C., of Buffalo, 
assistant chairman of the Department of Catholic 
Action Study, and Bishop Lawrence J. Shehan, Auxil- 
iary of Baltimore, assistant bishop in the Executive 
Department. 


In the Department of Social Action, Bishop Karl J. 
Alter of Toledo was named Assistant Chairman for 
Hospitals; Bishop Charles Hubert LeBlond of St. Jo- 
seph, Mo., Assistant Chairman for Charities; Bishop 
William T. Mulloy of Covington, Advisor for Rural 
Life Work, and Bishop Peter W. Bartholome, Coad- 
jutor of St. Cloud, Advisor for Family Life Work. 


The General Meeting of the Bishops elected Bishop 
Stanislaus V. Bona of Green Bay to be a member of 
the American Board of Catholic Missions; Bishop 
Thomas J. McDonough, Auxiliary of St. Augustine, 
to be a member of the Committee for the Propagation 
of the Faith; Bishop Charles D. White of Spokane to 
be a member of the Committee on Christian Doctrine; 
Bishop William A. O'Connor of Springfield in Illinois, 
to be a member of the Episcopal Committee on Motion 


Pictures; Bishop William D. O'Brien, Auxiliary of 
Chicago, to be a member of the Committee on the 
National Organization for Decent Literature, and 
Bishop William T. Mulloy of Covington to be a 
member of the Committee on the North American 
College. 


The Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops assembled 
authorized the joint statement on “The Christian 
Family.” (See page 3 for text.) 


A brief statement on “The Internationalization of 
Jerusalem and the Holy Places” was also authorized 
by the assembled Bishops. The text of the statement 
appears on page 20 of this magazine. 


His Eminence Edward Cardinal Mooney, Arch- 
bishop of Detroit, presided at the General Meeting. 
Their Eminences Samuel Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop 
of Chicago, and Francis Cardinal Spellman, Arch- 
bishop of New York were present and occupied places 
on the rostrum. 


The general meeting opened Wednesday morning 
with Mass in Caldwell Hall celebrated by Most Rev. 
John B. Grellinger, Auxiliary Bishop of Green Bay, 
who was the most recently consecrated bishop in at- 
tendance. 
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CALENDAR OF SCHEDULED CATHOLIC MEETINGS AND EVENTS 


December, 1949 
2-4—-CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL PRESS—national conference, Milwaukee, Wis. 


January, 1950 
3-4—AMERICAN MARIOLOGICAL SOCIETY—Ist annual national convention, Washington, D. C. 
9-10—-CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS—regional meeting, Steubenville, Ohio. 
March, 1950 
12-13-14—-NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FAMILY LIFE—18th annual conference, Detroit, Michi- 


April, 1950 
11-14— NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION—47th annual convention, New Orleans, 
La. 


May, 1950 
4-7—-NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC NURSES—5th biennial convention, Los Angeles, Calif. 
24-26—-CATHOLIC PRESS ASSOCIATION—40th annual convention, Rochester, N. Y. 
August, 1950 
24-27—-CATHOLIC STUDENT MISSION CRUSADE—14th national convention, Notre Dame, Ind. 
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Summaries of N.C.W.C. Reports 
Presented to 1949 General Meeting of the Bishops 


Executive Department 
Archbishop MeNicholas, Chairman 


i iw report of the Executive De- 
partment noted that atheistic Com- 
munism continued to dominate the 
foreign scene during 1949 and to be 
a major factor in the determination of 
many of the events in the domestic 
scene. Hard on the heels of a number 
of defeats in elections held in various 
Western European countries, and of 
the ratification of such measures as 
the ERP, the Atlantic Pact and the 
Military Assistance Program, Com- 
munism suffered a staggering blow in 
the decree of the Holy See excom- 
municating its adherents. 

While its position was strengthened 
in some of the countries behind the 
Iron Curtain, with terrible conse- 
quences to the Church, the break be- 
tween Tito and the Cominform was a 
noteworthy incident the real signifi- 
cance of which it is not possible as yet 
to appraise. It is earnestly honed, 
however, that the United States, which 
has taken a calculated risk in extending 
support to the Tito regime, will con- 
dition that support by a continuing 
demand for a cessation of the bitter 
religious persecution in Yugoslavia. 

Meanwhile, the “house arrest” of 
Archbishop Joseph Beran of Prague 
was but one of the more striking of 
a long and sad series of repressive and 
hostile measures taken by the tyran- 
nical regime of that country against 
the Church during the year. 

For all practical purposes, China 
may be regarded as having fallen 
under Communist domination during 
the year, with disaster to the missions 
and peril to the missionaries. 

With the cooperation of several 
members of the N.C.W.C. staff a very 
successful Catholic Summer School, 
largely for Americans, of whom some 
two hundred attended, was held under 
the auspices of the University of Fri- 
bourg, Switzerland, in July and August 
of this year. It was designed to give 
Americans an opportunity to study the 
problems of Europe and European 
Catholicism at first hand under the 
guidance of the most competent Euro- 

ean Catholic scholars. There is need 
or such a Catholic Summer School to 
offset the many purely secular projects 
of this nature to which American stu- 
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dents are attracted in great numbers 
each year. The Fribourg venture which 
will be repeated next year promises to 
fill such a need. 

The trial and imprisonment of His 
Eminence, Cardinal Mindszenty, the 
arrest and trial of fifteen Protestant 
clergymen in Bulgaria, and the meas- 
ures taken by the regime in Roumania 
to stamp out the Eastern Rite Church 
were among the items scheduled for 
discussion by the next General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations. The Secre- 
tary of State of the United States has 
charged that the refusal of these three 
governments to permit charges of vio- 
lations of human rights to be investi- 
gated, as agreed upon under the peace 
treaties, by UN commissions, “‘calls 
into question their good faith” and 
“provides further illustration of their 
callous disregard of clear international 
obligations.” Should these govern- 
ments refuse to be induced to use 
peace treaty machinery for settling the 
dispute, it is the announced intention 
of the U.S. Government to attempt to 
have it referred to the International 
Court of Justice. 

The terse announcement by Presi- 
dent Truman in September of this year 
that an atomic explosion is known to 
have taken place somewhere in Russia 
brought to the fore with greater 
urgency the importance of the question 
of the morality of atomic warfare. 

During a year replete with momen- 
tous events for the Church and the 
world at large, problems at home were 
numerous and serious. An independ- 
ent Congress stymied a considerable 
portion of the so-called “Fair Deal” 
of the Administration. The Taft- 
Hartley Act, FEPC, the poll tax mini- 
mum wage, housing, federal aid to 
education, compulsory health insur- 
ance, military assistance and aid to 
China, were but a few of the major 
issues that provoked conflict and con- 
troversy. 

During the first session of the 81st 
Congress, in spite of a personal appea! 
of President Truman, Reorganization 
Plan No. 1 which would establish a 
Department of Health Education and 
Security at Cabinet level was defeated. 

Proposed liberalization of DP legis- 
lation likewise met with determined 
opposition, culminating in recommit- 
ment on October 15, 1949. 


The question of Church-State rela- 
tionship continued to be debated 
widely. It had an unusually important 
bearing on discussions about proposed 
Federal Aid to Education. 

Many phases of the Federal Aid 
matter as it developed in the first ses- 
sion of the 81st Congress were quite 
unique in the experience of the 
N.C.W.C. As the passage of some 
sort of legislation seemed more pos- 
sible than ever before, those determined 
to exclude Catholic school children 
from the benefits of even auxiliary 
services became the more active and 
emboldened. 


It is gratifying to report that the 
long-awaited statue of Christ the Light 
of the World was placed in the niche 
in the facade of the N.C.W.C. in April. 
In an appropriate ceremony, it was 
blessed by His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, 
Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, on April 26 of this year. In the 
presence of a number of Archbishops 
and Bishops who were in Washington 
for the spring meeting of the Admin- 
istrative Board it was formally pre- 
sented to the N.C.W.C. by His Ex- 
cellency, Bishop Noll, and accepted on 
behalf of the Bishops of the United 
States by His Grace, Archbisho 
McNicholas, as chairman of the Ad- 
ministrative Board. 

It is only fitting that once again we 
express to His Excellency, Bishop Noll, 
and to the readers of Our Sunday 
Visitor our sentiments of deepest grati- 
tude for the interest and generosity 
which in such large measure made 
possible the erection of our handsome 
and spacious headquarters building in 
Washington. With the completion in 
July of the two-story addition to the 
rear part of the building, it is no 
longer possible according to the exist- 
ing building code to add any more 
to it. 

It remains to express to the members 
of the Administrative Board and to all 
of the other Archbishops and Bishops 
a word of sincere appreciation for 
their generous support of the N.C.W.C. 
and their cooperation in its manifold 
activities during the year. To our staff 
which has worked unselfishly, dili- 
gently and devotedly under the direc- 
tion of the Administrative Board we 
continue to be deeply indebted. 
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Bureau of Immigration 


WO much welcomed Acts of Con- 

gress provided opportunity for the 
Bureau this year to assist certain aliens 
in the United States to apply for ad- 
justment of their immigration status. 
Under Public Law 863 we were able 
to service many of our long-standing 
illegal entry cases and under Section 
4 of the Displaced Persons Act we 
were afforded the occasion of aiding 
hundreds of refugees who have legal 
temporary admission but who do not 
want to return to their own countries 
because of fear of persecution. Sec- 
tion 12 of the same Act made it 
possible to advise as to bringing here 
German and Austrian born persons as 
well as persons of German ethnic ori- 
gin, expelled from their native coun- 
tries and residing in Germany or 
Austria. 

The coming of war brides and G.I. 
fiancées demanded much of our atten- 
tion, up to December, when the Acts 
providing for their admission as such, 
expired. In many cases difficulties 
cropped up, the solution of which 
proved to be time consuming. 

The work of the Bureau has, as al- 
ways, been highly diversified and con- 
cerned with requests coming from all 
parts of the world. Assistance was 
given in such matters as securing quota, 
non-quota and temporary visas, mili- 
tary permits, re-entry permits, affidavits 
of identity, passports and other travel 
documents. There were numerous 
problems of naturalization, citizenship 
and expatriation. Extensions of stay, 
change of status, suspension of de- 
portation, school approvals for foreign 
students, were obtained. Priests and 
Sisters in ever increasing numbers were 
assisted, the most difficult of these 
cases involving those who entered as 
visitors or transients and then wished 
to have their status adjusted to that 
of permanent residents. 

The New York office was a bee-hive 
of activity. Persons for whom assist- 
ance was given there in securing visas 
abroad arrived from 72 different coun- 
tries of Europe, Africa, Asia, and the 
Western Hemisphere. Our New York 
Port Director was elected to be pier 
chairman by the various reception 
agencies handling the cases of “eligible 
displaced persons’, acting as liaison 
between the agencies and the govern- 
ment authorities. 

The past year’s activities at our Mexi- 
can Border Office were high-lighted 
by the increased numbers of “‘Braceros” 
(Mexican seasonal laborers) and the 
“Wetbacks” (smuggled - in - workers) 
who, having been exploited in various 
ways or run into difficulty with the 
law enforcement officers, gravitated to 
our Bureau's office as the only agency 
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to give advice and help in their mi- 
gration problems. 


Business Management 


The Publications Office distributed a 
record 825,990 pamphlets during the 
year, an increase of 240,843 over the 
previous high established in 1947-48. 
These included 298,000 copies of the 
Bishops’ Statement of 1948, “The 
Christian in Action,’ and 250,000 
copies of “The Real Story on Federal 
Aid to Education.” Distribution of 
the translation of His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII’s Encyclical, ‘‘Mediator Dei,” 
was begun during the year, sales 
reaching 20,000 copies. 


Education Department 
Archbishop Keough, Chairman 


grees annual report of the Depart- 
ment of Education for 1949 demon- 
strates the wide range of interests and 
activities of the department in both 
national and international affairs. Al- 
though a very large part of the report 
deals with the problem of federal aid 
to education, it is quite clear from the 
organization of the report that this is, 
in reality, merely one phase of the 
whole question of how education is 
related to the Federal Government. 
The report indicates that none of the 
educational work carried on by the 
department can ever be conceivably 
regarded as something which is done 
in a vacuum. Every one of the prob- 
lems taken up carried with it correlated 
elements in the field of public relations. 
Whether the department was dealing 
with government agencies or with out- 
standing educational associations, it 
found itself constantly explaining to 
these groups the content and intent of 
Catholic education. As a continuing 
part of its program, the department has 
always sought representation and mem- 
bership on every important national 
committee, private as well as govern- 
mental. 

It would be impossible to list in the 
short space afforded here even a cross- 
section of the varied program of the 
department, but it is possible to cite 
one or two examples. By way of sur- 
vey and research the department has 
investigated some basic issues in school 
health. Among the significant find- 
ings of this study were facts revealing 
that in most states school health serv- 
ices for both public and — 
schools are quite inadequate and gen- 
erally, state health agencies render bet- 
ter service to nonpublic school children 
than do state education departments. 

In the secondary school field the de- 
partment published an attractive 146- 
page book entitled “Catholic Second- 
ary Education—A National Survey”. 


This book, sixteen chapters long, con- 
tains eleven tables and an equal number 
of figures and charts to illustrate the 
problems discussed. 

In addition to its studies in second- 
ary education the department continued 
a practice begun three years ago of 
working in cooperation with the Com- 
mission on American Citizenship and 
War Relief Services to prepare school 
material for the campaign conducted 
by the Bishops of the United States for 
victims of war. 

As a part of its interest in inter- 
national affairs the department fol- 
lowed closely the work of UNESCO 
and the United States National Com- 
mission for UNESCO. The depart- 
ment has been represented on impor- 
tant subcommittees of this latter 
organization that cover the areas of 
reconstruction, education, natural sci- 
ence, social science, the humanities, 
cultural activities and communication. 
Another phase of the department's 
interest in international affairs was 
found in the exchange of students 
program which brought to the United 
States Catholic young people from 
Germany and Austria who enjoyed the 
benefits of a year’s study in some of 
our Catholic colleges and universities. 
In addition, thirty-eight Catholic Ger- 
mans who were expert in a wide range 
of interests and activities were selected 
by the Religious Affairs Branch of 
O.M.G.U.S. to visit the United States 
under the sponsorship of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. 

The regular departmental activities 
continued as before, dealing with sta- 
tistics, general information in the field 
of education, and the work of the 
Teachers Registration Section 


Lay Organizations Department 
Archbishop Lucey, Chairman 


As in former years the report for 
the Lay Organizations Department was 
given in two sections, that of the 
National Council of Catholic Men and 
of the National Council of Catholic 


Women. A brief digest of each 
follows: 

National Council of 

Catholic Men 


DURING the year covered special 

emphasis has been i on the 
organization of men and the training 
of lay leaders. Nevertheless, radio, 
which in the past has received very 
much attention by N.C.C.M., was 
given full play. 

Tremendous obstacles block the road 
to progress in organizing men in the 
lay apostolate. Long established 
apathy or indifference on the part of 
Catholic men must be overcome. The 
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purposes and objectives of N.C.C.M. 
must be constantly reaffirmed and 
more widely accepted. 

The absence of diocesan councils 
has diluted the impact which Catholic 
men could and should make to the 
total life of society in our country and 
has seriously limited the contribution 
which N.C.C.M. is now prepared to 
offer such organizations. The impetus 
for establishing diocesan councils must 
originate from within the diocese and 
not from a national headquarters. The 
responsibility of a national head- 
quarters must remain one of encourage- 
ment and assistance, and also that of 
providing essential and necessary tools 
and services to feed and sustain an 
organized program. 

In recognizing its responsiblity to 

rovide service, the first step was the 

ginning of a monthly publication, 
Catholic Men. In a similar vein 
N.C.C.M. instituted a periodic service 
to heads of diocesan and national 
groups whereby important literature 
and pamphlets on timely national 
events are forwarded to them. In 
addition, N.C.C.M. has prepared and 
published a series of four pamphlets 
called the ‘Action Series,’ in which a 
broad program for parish, deanery and 
diocesan activities is presented. 

The Narberth Movement, sponsored 
by N.C.C.M., consists of small single 
page leaflets containing about 400 
words of Catholic information on the 


doctrines and practices of the Church, 
and newspaper articles containing the 
same matter. 336 groups are servicing 
425 newspapers with Narberth articles. 


N.C.C.M. continues to produce 
three national network radio pro- 
grams—the Catholic Hour, The Hour 
of Faith, and Faith In Our Time. Dur- 
ing the past year an experimental ven- 
ture into television was made in co- 
operation with Station WPIX, New 
York City. 

That N.C.C.M. radio programs have 
a wide appeal to non-Catholics as well 
as Catholics may be judged from the 
fact that 2,155 letters were received 
from non-Catholic listeners. 

On March 5, 1950, the Catholic 
Hour will observe its 20th Anniversary. 

N.C.C.M. is presently considering 
invitations from the National Broad- 
casting Company and the American 
Broadcasting Company to produce a 
religious network television program. 
The limited finances of N.C.C.M. de- 
mand that serious study be given the 
matter. 

The National Council of Catholic 
Men actively participated in the Inter- 
American Catholic Action Federation 
conference held in Havana, Cuba, on 
February 4 to 11, 1949. 

The International Federation of Men 
of Catholic Action was organized at 
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Lourdes, France, in 1948, and, as the 
representative of the Catholic men of 
the United States, N.C.CM. will 
actively participate in the program 
of this organization. 

In meetings directed or sponsored 
by government, semi-government or 
secular groups, N.C.C.M. had repre- 
sentation at the following: National 
Housing Agency; Office of Housing 
oe National Employ the Phys- 
ically Handicapped Week; UNESCO; 
U.S. State Department; National 
Youth Serving Organizations; Na- 
tional Council for Community Im- 
provement; and American Association 
of University Women. N.C.C.M. 
representatives participated in the fol- 
lowing meetings of Catholic groups: 
Catholic Broadcasters Association; Na- 
tional Catholic Youth Council; Cath- 
olic Conference on Industrial Prob- 
lems; National Catholic Family Life 
Conference; North Carolina Catholic 
Laymen’s Association; and Regional 
Congresses, Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine. 

On January 5, 1949, the N.C.C.M. 
and N.C.C.W. jointly sponsored a 
meeting of National Catholic men’s 
and women's organizations to acquaint 
their representatives with the 
N.C.W.C. position on federal aid to 
education. 

A national “Open House Sunday” 
for Catholic churches, schools and 
diocesan institutions was proposed by 
the N.C.C.M. Board of Directors at 
its recent annual meeting. This project 
would be sponsored jointly by the 
N.C.C.M. and the N.C.C.W. 

Under the sponsorship of the 
Episcopal Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Lay Organizations, the First 
National Workshop for Diocesan 
Spiritual Moderators of Councils of 
Men and Women was held at the 
Carlyle Hotel, Washington, D C., 
April 19-22, 1949. Forty-three priests 
representing 29 dioceses, were in at- 
tendance. It was concluded that the 
primary role of the Moderator is the 
spiritual formation of lay leaders, who, 
when properly formed, may be relied 
upon to assume responsibility for pro- 
gram and organization. 


National Council of 
Catholic Women 


GRAPHIC indication of the vital- 

ity of the National Council of 
Catholic Women is given by figures 
covering its growth. In number of 
affliated organizations, N.C.C.W. 
membership during the year increased 
by 503 affiliations of Catholic women’s 
groups. In addition, a new national 
affiliation was received in the Arch- 
confraternity of Christian Mothers, 
whose headquarters are in Pittsburgh, 


and new Diocesan Councils in Mar- 
quette and Austin. N.C.C.W. also 
has affiliations in 35 dioceses not hav- 
ing official councils. To some extent, 
therefore, its influence reaches Catholic 
women in 113 archdioceses and dio- 
ceses of the country. 

Every organization affiliated with 
N.C.C.W. receives both CATHOLIC 
ACTION and the N.C.C.W. work- 
sheet, Monthly Message to Affiliated 
Organizations. A total of 8,500 copies 
of Monthly Message was distributed 
each month, of which more than 1,000 
copies went gratis to spiritual modera- 
tors, council presidents, council chair- 
men and deanery presidents. In addi- 
tion, N.C.C.W. headquarters provided, 
as in the past, a pon program serv- 
ice to presidents and committee chair- 
men of diocesan councils through its 
national committee chairmen, as well 
as special communications called 
“Alerts” to presidents of both diocesan 
councils and national organizations, 
with copies to spiritual moderators of 
the councils for their information. 

A major service for its affiliated 
organizations and for the wider inter- 
ests of the Church was rendered dur- 
ing the year when N.C.C.W. provided 
representation at 13 meetings on inter- 
national affairs, three of them in for- 
eign countries. Advisory committees 
or meetings sponsored by ten U.S. 
Government agencies were also at- 
tended, and there was participation in 
conferences and on committees of eight 
secular agencies. 

As heretofore, N.C.C.W. has con- 
tinued to provide its affiliates with 
information on legislative matters, and 
through convention resolutions and 
statements of the Board of Directors 
to present the Catholic position on 
current questions. 

In its program development 
N.C.C.W. has distributed through its 
national committee system material 
produced by other N.C.W.C. Depart- 
ments. N.C.C.W. thereby reaches 
through diocesan and deanery com- 
mittees to the parish or local level. 
Emphasis during the year was placed 
particularly on the Committees on 
Social Action, Family and Parent Edu- 
cation, Catholic Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, Libraries and Literature, Inter- 
national Relations, and the Committee 
on Cooperating with Catholic Charities. 
The annual Institute on Industry and 
for Social Action Chairmen was part 
of the year's rom of the Com- 
mittee on Social Action, in cooperation 
with the Social Action Department of 
N.C.W.C. 

As a special activity, the N.C.W.C. 
Education Department, N.C.C.M. and 
N.C.C.W. joined in an educational 
campaign on issues involved in federal 
aid to education. N.C.C.W. also con- 
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ducted a survey whose results verify 
what it already suspected—that even 
in northern and midwestern sections 
where Negroes are numerous and 
where there is no sharp discrimina- 
tion, Catholic organizations still work 
for rather than for and with the Negro. 

Other special projects included spon- 
sorship of four Gernian women sent 
to the United States under the reori- 
entation program of the Office of 
Military Government, of Latin Amer- 
ican visitors under the Department of 
State Exchange of Persons Program, 
and hospitality to five Korean women, 
all principals of public schools. 

N.C.C.W. has continued vigorous 
support of the work of war relief. 
It not only sponsored the collection 
of over one million pieces each of 
new and worn clothing but through 
publicity and information has stimu- 
lated participation in war relief pe 
ects by men and women who had not 
been reached by organized Catholic 
groups. m 

Affiliated organizations have also 
been active in seeking sponsors and 
in securing housing and job opportu- 
nities for Displaced Persons. Through 
letters and the press, N.C.C.W. has 
given real service in calling attention 
to the natural difficulties of those find- 
ing freedom and security after years 
of slavery and uncertainty. 

During the year, the Twenty-fourth 
Convention, held under the patronage 
of His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Joseph F. Rummel, S.T.D., and the 
New Orleans A.C.C.W., registered the 
largest number of voting delegates 


N.C.C.W. has ever had. 


Youth Department 
Archbishop Cushing, Chairman 


CONTINUATION of the steady 
trend of progress has been noted 
during the year in all areas of Catholic 
youth work. Some 700 delegates from 
all parts of the nation reviewed the 
progress of the work in April at the 
Second National Conference on Cath- 
olic Youth Work and laid plans for 
intensifying Catholic youth programs 
throughout the country. The youth 
directors voted overwhelmingly to es- 
tablish the National Catholic Youth 
Council at the earliest possible date, 
and plans for the initial meeting now 
are being drafted in the Department. 
This single act in itself is probably the 
most significant action in the history 
of Catholic youth work in this country. 
The Department also sponsored a 
series of regional youth directors’ meet- 
ings which gave workers in the field 
a chance to supplement the exchange 
of ideas at the national conference 
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with a survey of regional needs and 
progress in the field. Several diocesan 
youth workshops for clerical and lay 
personnel were conducted during the 
year. 

The national office continues to serve 
as a clearing house for information on 
youth work and disseminates such in- 
formation through the monthly News- 
notes. 

Information received in the Depart- 
ment indicates that 25 dioceses have 
established youth programs during the 
past year. 

The fiscal year saw a remarkable in- 
crease in the work of the Newman 
Club Federation. The Extension De- 
partment organized some 102 new 
clubs, reorganized others, and con- 
ducted a national membership drive 
which resulted in an 18% increase 
in the membership of the participating 
clubs. The Extension Department also 
issued 38 publications dealing with 
various phases of Newman Club pro- 
grams and administration on a very 
practical level, while the National Of- 
fice continued to publish the monthly 
Newsnotes. Every province in the 
country held at least one convention, 
while the national convention in Sep- 
tember 1949 was the largest in Fed- 
eration history, with some 600 dele- 
gates attending. 

The National Federation of Catholic 
College Students made substantial 
progress towards its goal of federat- 
ing all Catholic campuses in the coun- 
try as it expanded from 156 to 173 
member colleges and universities and 
from 17 to 19 regions. 

The Federation's Press Commission 
carried on a highly-publicized Radio 
Acceptance Poll which is credited with 
doing much to improve radio comedy 
standards. Other commissions were 
active in sponsoring Marian devotion, 
Interracial Justice Programs, and work- 
shops in Catholic Action and in In- 
ternational Relations. The Federa- 
tion’s relief drive collected some $200,- 
000 and over 50,000 pounds of cloth- 
ing and books for student relief abroad. 

The Sixth National Congress, held 
in May 1949, drew 700 students and 
faculty advisors from Catholic col- 
leges throughout the country. 

The Joint Committee for Student 
Action, founded as a joint agency of 
the Newman Club Federation and the 
National Federation of Catholic Col- 
lege Students for the dissemination of 
information on international and na- 
tional student affairs and to represent 
the two federations at nonsectarian and 
international meetings continued to 
perform those functions during the 
year. In September 1948, a meeting 
at Childerly, Illinois, under J.C.S.A. 
auspices discussed the role of the Cath- 


olic student in the international scene 
and in August 1949 a similar meeting 
in Washington discussed such issues 
as federal aid to education, academic 
freedom, and the position of the Cath- 
olic student in the general student 
movement. 


Catholic Action Study Department 
Archbishop Ritter, Chairman 


[N accomplishing the purpose for 

which the Department was estab- 
lished, i.e., the gathering, study and 
dissemination of information about the 
status and development of Catholic 
Action in this country and abroad, the 
following is noted: 

The Holy Father, on September 27, 
1948, signed the “Apostolic Constitu- 
tion on the Sodality of Our Lady,” 
which indicates that the Sodality is, 
technically speaking, Catholic Action 
in the strict sense. This document has 
widened very materially the meaning 
to be attached to the technical expres- 
sion ‘Catholic Action” when used in 
official writings. 

An International Federation of Men 
of Catholic Action was formally estab- 
lished in Rome, March 21, 1949. The 
United States will be permanently 
represented in the federation by the 
National Council of Catholic Men. 

The Second Inter-American Week 
of Catholic Action was held in 
Havana, Cuba, February 7 to 13, 1949, 
at which the Department of Catholic 
Action Study was represented by Most 
Rev. John F. O'Hara, C.S.C. 

In the United States there are 
Diocesan Moderators of Catholic Ac- 
tion in very few dioceses. In the 
Seminaries, Catholic Action is being 
taught through a course integrated 
with all major subjects in only a few 
places. The Catholic University of 
America now has a graduate course 
and a seminar in Catholic Action. 

In Japan, on May 1, 1949, at the 
Catholic University of Tokyo, there 
was inaugurated the Tokyo Archdio- 
cesan School of Catholic Action. 

In India, Most Rev. Louis Mathias, 
Archbishop of Madras and chairman 
of the Episcopal Committee on Cath- 
olic Action for India, has published a 
Pastoral Letter and a handbook on 
Catholic Action. 

The Library of the Department of 
Catholic Action Study is small, but 
covers all of the essential titles in 
Catholic Action. Files are maintained 
containing correspondence and litera- 
ture concerning the status and develop- 
ment of Catholic Action in 30 foreign 
countries. Catholic Action Notes, pub- 
lished by the Department, has a list of 
2,085 subscribers. 
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Social Action Department 
Archbishop O’Boyle, Chairman 


7 spectre of unemployment on 
the national scene, the retarding of 
the general movement for getting a 
measure of social justice through col- 
lective bargaining resulting from re- 
tention of the Taft-Hartley Act, and an 
improvement in interracial relations 
were noted in the annual report of the 
Social Action Department, N.C.W.C. 


It was noted that the Social Action 
Department has joined the Interna- 
tional Christian Social Association with 
headquarters in Europe, “which may 
develop into something very much 
worth while for the world as a whole” 
and may sponsor a world social action 
meeting in Rome during the Holy 
Year. 


The report stated that retention of 
the Taft-Hartley Act “has all but de- 
stroyed the earlier drive of the labor 
movement and some employers (and 
farmers and professionals) for the 
wider labor-management cooperation 
of the Encyclical program to handle 
justly all economic life. The long- 
time evils of the Taft-Hartley Act are 
far worse than the short-time evils; the 
short-time evils have been largely 
erased by the great employment— 
which, however, is temporary.” 

Regarding unemployment, the re- 
port asserted: ‘'This was to be expected 
because the same 10,000,000 who were 
out of work in 1939 were employed 
thereafter only by the war and the cold 
war, and the population has increased.” 
The report adds that some 4,000,000 
to 5,000,000 are unemployed and 
many others are on short hours and 
states: ‘The fundamental economy is 
still bad.”’ 


Considering interracial relations, the 
report asserted: “On the one hand, 
Negroes and Mexicans have improved 
themselves. On the other, there is 
more recognition of the dignity of the 
Mexican and the Negro. The situ- 
ation is still serious but not as bad as a 
few years ago.” 


The report noted that the depart- 
ment has continued to work with the 
Catholic Association for International 
Peace toward the goal of world peace. 
Probably the most important work was 
in the matter of the Declaration on 
Human Rights of the United Nations 
which resulted in modifying the Dec- 
laration so as to get parental rights 
better affirmed, especially in the right 
of religious education of the children. 
This work was done directly with the 
State Department, by public statements, 
by a lengthy commentary on the earlier 
N.C.W.C. Declaration and by giving 
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European and Latin American organ- 
izations special material on the subject, 
including particularly the international 
Catholic organizations that have rep- 
resentation before the United Nations. 


It was also noted that the Education 
and Social Action Departments, along 
with the Catholic Conference on Indus- 
trial Problems and the Catholic As- 
sociation for International Peace, the 
National Catholic Family Life Confer- 
ence, the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference and the Bishops’ Commit- 
tee for the Spanish Speaking held a 
regional meeting in Davenport on 
Christian Social Responsibilities. 


It was also stated that the depart- 
ment, working in a consultative capac- 
ity with the N.C.W.C. Youth Depart- 
ment, has encouraged social action 
programs in college organizations. In 
the field of industrial relations, the 
report stated that two vital publications 
have been completed. ‘Human Rela- 
tions in Modern Business,” already 
issued, and “Catholic Social Princi- 
ples,” soon to be issued. Working 
with the Catholic Conference on In- 
dustrial Problems, the department was 
represented at conferences held in 
Portland, Oregon; Davenport, Iowa; 
and Chicago. 


Family Life Bureau 


This report noted a decline in mar- 
riages, a p sleet trend in the birth 
rate, and no abatement of the activities 
of birth control advocates; while it 
recommended for the furtherance of 
family life: development of diocesan- 
wide family life programs; extension 
of marriage preparation courses now 
offered to girls and boys; an increase 
in high school courses on marriage 
and the family; promotion of an in- 
terest among men’s organizations in 
the family life movement, and the 
fostering of a greater interest in the 
family life program among priests and 
students for the priesthood. 


Bureau of Health and Hospitals 


The report of the first full year of 
operations of this Bureau listed the 
action taken in combatting the pro- 
posal for universal compulsory health 
insurance — before Congress and in 
statements issued to the press and 
radio. This was the major issue be- 
fore the Bureau during 1948-49. 


National Council of 
Catholic Nurses _ 


HE Executive Committee of 
N.C.C.N. recommends to affiliated 
councils that members participate ac- 
tively in nursing programs of the 
future—and that they be aware of 


their responsibility in the field of 
Nursing Education, recognizing the 
need for the promotion of Christian 
teachings, not only to members, but 
also to students in Schools of Nursing 
as well as to all those engaged in 
nursing service. It also recommends 
to the affiliated councils that they 
organize Volunteer Nursing Care for 
the sick r, and that programs be 
devia in promote the spiritual and 
material welfare of its members. 

Nursing is the outgrowth of cen- 
turies of unselfish Christian effort, and 
in the new trend in Nursing Educa- 
tion, it is the grave responsibility of 
all members to be not only alert but 
vocal, so that technical standards be 
not divorced from the spirit of the 
profession. 


Headquarters Activities were listed 
as follows: 


1—Organization of seventeen dioc- 
esan councils. 


2—Visits to twenty-five councils. 


3—Protested to the U.S.P.H.N.O. 
magazine on type of adver- 
tising. 

4—Challenged the statement in the 
publication of Planned Par- 
enthood, in which they said, 
“The Nursing Profession, 
which has been an integral 
part of Planned Parenthood 
since its inception, has a vital 
role in interpreting its values 
to husbands and wives.” 


5—Represented N.C.C.N. at annual 
meetings of all professional 
Organizations and two meet- 
ings of the Conference of 
Catholic Schools of Nursing. 


6—Cooperated with the Council of 
Catholic Women in common 
areas of Catholic Action. 


7—Under the guidance of the Bu- 
reau of Health and Hospitals: 

a) Have reviewed current legis- 
lation concerning nursing. 

b) Attended the Senate hearing 
on the Bill for Federal 
Aid to Professional Educa- 
tion. 

c) Held two joint meetings 
with Esther Lucile Brown, 
Ph.D., director, Depart- 
ment of Studies in the 
Professions, Russell Sage 
Foundation. 

d) Had three meetings on joint 
accreditation of Schools of 
Nursing. 

e) Had two meetings with 
Lucile Petry of the U. S. 
Public Health. 
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Legal Department 
Bishop Walsh, Chairman 


igen Report of the Legal Depart- 
ment covers a period of intense 
activity. Vexatious problems of a 
legislative, administrative and judicial 
nature covered in the Report, give evi- 
dence of the extensive and varied scope 
of the work of the Department. 


From the very beginning of the 81st 
Congress, renewed emphasis was placed 
upon the eatire field of social legisla- 
tion—legislation intimately connected 
with the private institutional system. 
Proposals projecting the Federal Gov- 
ernment into the area of education, 
health and welfare were scheduled for 
immediate action. Proponents of this 
type of legislation concentrated their 
efforts on early action by the Congress. 
The Department, faced with the neces- 
sity of protecting and preserving the 
vitality of private institutions, was 
called upon time and again to present 
the position of the Administrative 
Board to the end that the services 
rendered by these institutions might 
continue to expand in harmonious re- 
lations with public agencies rendering 
similar services. 


The important subject of Federal 
Aid to Education, with its many and 
varied ramifications, occupied the at- 
tention of the Department for a sub- 
stantial period of time and taxed the 
combined skills of the staff to an un- 
precedented extent. The Report dis- 
closes many facets of the Federal Aid 
controversy involving the right of chil- 
dren to receive health and welfare 
services. Considerable emphasis is like- 
wise placed upon social legislation 
such as the extension of Social Security 
coverage, National Health Insurance, 
Civil Rights, National Housing and 
the like. 


Efforts designed to facilitate exten- 
sion of Social Security coverage for 
employees of religious, charitable and 
educational institutions, without jeop- 
ardizing the tax exempt status of these 
organizations are set forth in detail. 
The Report indicates that considerable 
= has been made, and that legis- 
ation has passed the House which em- 
bodies an extension of Old Age and 
Survivors’ Insurance benefits to lay 
employees of religious, charitable and 
educational organizations. 


The Legal Department likewise re- 
ports extensive cooperation with the 
National Catholic Resettlement Council 
with a view towards securing an im- 
provement of the present law with re- 
spect to Displaced Persons. 

The Department likewise indicates 
a keen interest in measures designed 
to improve the Nation’s health and to 
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increase the facilities of the hospital 
system of this country. 

Of particular interest to the Legal 
Department during the past year has 
been the mounting Church-State con- 
troversy which was reflected in many 
court cases litigated during the past 
year. The cases enumerated in the 
Legal Department's report indicate 
that the Church-State relationship is 
now a matter of national interest. 
Cases involving cooperation of Church 
and State were litigated in practically 
every section of the country. The re- 
percussions have been profound. 

The Department has likewise been 
very active in the field of international 
affairs. Considerable attention was 
given to developments in the United 
Nations involving the Declaration of 
Human Rights and the Covenant of 
Human Rights. At an early date, the 
Department realized that the Declara- 
tion would be more than a set of ab- 
stract principles. It was fully realized 
that it might ultimately become an in- 
ternational norm of public morality. 
Recent developments have substanti- 
ated this belief. 


In the administrative field, the De- 
partment has handled many varied 
problems. The Department for in- 
stance, has had occasion to make 
representations to the Office of Inter- 
national Trade, Department of Com- 
merce, in an effort to secure export 
licenses. Likewise, it has had many 
cases before the Veterans Administra- 
tion involving the right of seminarians 
to participate in the veterans educa- 
tional program. Problems involving 
selective service and surplus property 
continue to engage the attention of 
the Department. Many applications 
for surplus property were expedited 
during the past year. 

The above activities did not prevent 
the Legal Department from engaging 
in extensive research activities. Dur- 
ing the period covered by the Report, 
a substantial number of legal memo- 
randa were prepared 7 problems 
affecting the interests of the Church. 
These memoranda covered a large 
number of subjects and have substan- 
tially increased the ability of the De- 
partment to be of service to Diocesan 
attorneys and to various Catholic or- 
ganizations. Some of the legal studies 
were published in pamphlet form. 
Others were incorporated in maga- 
zines. Reprints of these articles were 
widely disseminated. Finally, the De- 
partment has carried on its usual as- 
signment of keeping the various offices 
of the Conference advised with re- 
spect to all legislative, administrative 
and judicial developments which might 
have an effect upon their fields of 
operation. 


Press Department 
Bishop Ready, Chairman 


THE report presented in behalf of 
the N.C.W.C. Press Department 

was one of accomplishment in the face 

of deliberately interposed difficulties. 

“The blackout of direct, actual cov- 
erage has been extended over an im- 
pressively larger area’’ of the world, 
stated the report. Hungary, Czecho- 
slovakia and much more of China 
“have substantially gone under the iron 
curtain for free direct news’’ and 
“tragic events may impend in Poland.” 
And where there has not been entire 
blackouts on news reporting, corre- 
spondents have in some cases been 
forced to resort to underground means, 
where there is much danger of error; 
and in still other places “fierce prop- 
aganda—official and otherwise—” has 
contributed to the trials and tribula- 
tions of accurate news gathering. 

Other highlights of the report are: 

World news coverage has become 
many times as difficult as in the free- 
reporting period. “The quest for 
authentic news of the Catholic world 
has been infinitely more arduous than 
for news in general.” Mere “reports” 
or ‘‘charges’” must be verified and 
stories that, while they recite facts, ma 
mislead the reader, must be amplified. 
It is precisely where the enemies of 
religion are most active, that the 
blackout of direct news-reporting is 
thickest. 

Nevertheless, the N.C.W.C. Press 
Department was able last year to in- 
crease the extent and number of its 
services to subscribing publications, 
extend its facilities for the world-wide 
coverage of news, and raise to 47 (the 
largest number in its history) the 
countries outside the United States in 
which it is serving newspapers. The 
Episcopal Chairman estimated that the 
publications subscribing to the 
N.C.W.C. News Service have a total 
of 11,400,000 subscribers and that 
they are read by a total of 45,000,000 
persons. The number of papers using 
N.C.W.C. News Service dispatches 
now total 502, and the News Service 
has 85 correspondents helping in 
gathering the news. The Press De- 
partment is now offering a dozen dif- 
ferent services to subscribers. 

“Enormously active and indefatiga- 
ble, the reigning Holy Father has been 
notably in the forefront in the world 
news every year since his ascension 
to the Chair of Peter.” ‘The last 12 
months have been an accentuation. The 
prestige of the Pope in the news world 
has never, in modern times, even ap- 
proached it.” 

The News Service overcame many 
obstacles to present an eye-witness ac- 
count and an analysis by an impressive 
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array of experts of the arrest, “trial” 
and imprisonment of Cardinal Minds- 
zenty—‘one of the really tremendous 
world stories of more than a decade.” 
This story “was a great blow to com- 
munism.” 

The Palestine situation, the debate 
over Federal aid to education, the 
communist annoyance of Archbisho 
Beran of Prague, the gain of the Reds 
in China and the preparations for the 
1950 Holy Year were also among the 
outstanding news events of the 12 
months covered by the report. 

An “up-to-the-news” editorial car- 
toon was a wholly new feature offered 
by the Press Department in the course 
of the year; expert analyses of impor- 
tant news developments and editorial 
information for the assistance of edi- 
tors are being offered with increasing 
frequency and in greater volume; 
authoritative writers are constantly 
being retained to write on the more 
complex news developments; there 
were a number of instances in which 
straight news reporting on the part of 
the News Service applied corrective 
truth to errors and scotched false 
charges during the last year; dis- 
tinguished travelers contributed fresh 
viewpoints as guest writers for the 
Service, and noted authors joined the 
Feature Service staff. 

Noticias Catolicas, the Spanish and 
Portuguese language news _ services 
issued by the Press Department chiefly 
for Latin America, enjoyed an im- 
pressive subscriber growth in the last 
year, despite dollar shortages in vari- 
Ous countries, and its influence in- 
creased strongly. 


War Relief Services—N.C.W.C. 


ROM the funds derived from the 

Bishops Relief Campaign as well 
as from the proceeds of the CROP 
Campaign eo the clothing campaign 
of the National Council of Catholic 
Women, War Relief Services-National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, foreign 
relief agency of the Bishops of the 
United States, was able to forward to 
various countries during the past year 
a total of 51,036,406 pounds of food, 
clothing and medicine which has a 
value of $6,004,385.70. 

The shipments completed during 
this fiscal year brought the total 
amount of relief extended through 
War Relief Services-N.C.W.C., since 
its establishment by the Bishops in 
1943, through Church authorities in 
the war-stricken countries, to approxi- 
mately 303,764,400 pounds with a 
total value of $129,147,385.00. 

The presence of 12 million refugees 
and expellees in Germany produced a 
continuous drain not only on govern- 
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mental resources, but on the resources 
of private agencies _— on 
Caritasverband of the Catholic Church 
in Germany. Austria also was weighted 
down by an expellee and refugee 
problem. 

It was to Poland alone, of the Soviet 
dominated countries of Eastern Eu- 
rope, that War Relief Services- 
N.C.W.C. was able to continue to ship 
its relief supplies. However, some 
financial aid was extended to the 
Bishops and priests in other countries 
within this orbit. 

In the Far East, China presented a 
picture of wide-scale starvation and 
hunger and unlimited suffering. Relief 
supplies shipped to this area were still 
being distributed despite Communist 
domination of the country. In wae 
and Korea also it was possible to for- 
ward to the Catholic Church much 
help in assuaging the suffering of the 
people. 

During the past year there was an- 
other campaign for the Bishops’ Fund 
for Victims of War which was initiated 
on Laetare Sunday, March 27, 1949 
and a continuation of the Children in 


Need Campaign, under the auspices of - 


the National Council of Catholic 
Women, in which over two million 
pieces of clothing were gathered. In- 
cluded in this total were 1,202,096 
new garments for babies and children 
which were forwarded to the store- 
rooms of the Holy Father and distribu- 
ted to the needy in all countries. There 
was also a second Student Relief Cam- 
paign conducted in 174 colleges and 
universities that amounted to $197,- 
545.62 and 81,178 pounds of food, as 
well as 70,000 volumes of used books. 
Through the participation of the Na- 
tional Catholic Rural Life Conference 
in the CROP Campaign, War Relief 
Services - N.C.W.C. received during 
this last year, for distribution abroad 
more than 5,000 tons of foodstuffs, 
principally milk, wheat and soy beans, 
which had an approximate value of 
$650,000.00. 


The handling and shipping of spe- 
cial materials for religious communities 
and Catholic organizations in the 
United States continued, during the 
same period, to be an important phase 
of the War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. 
program. The tonnage of specially 
consigned materials rose sharply dur- 
ing the past year. Such shipments were 
heaviest to Germany, Austria, Poland 
and France, but, nevertheless, consign- 
ments were handled to 32 other coun- 
tries. 


National Catholic Community Service 


hee National Catholic Community 
Service program was marked with 
two major developments during the 


t year—the activation of the NCCS- 

‘A hospital service in 85 Veterans 
Administration hospitals and an in- 
crease in services to meet the urgent 
needs of Uncle Sam’s largest peace- 
time armed forces, largely comprising 
young personnel. ’ 

These developments were noted in 
the annual report to the NCCS Board 
of Trustees at the Bishops’ meeting. 

The warm interest of the American 
Hierarchy in the NCCS-VA hospital 
program is demonstrated by the fact 
that NCCS representatives have been 
appointed for each of the 85 VA 
hospitals by the respective Ordinaries. 
Special diocesan committees to assist 
the local NCCS-VA hospital repre- 
sentatives have been appointed by the 
Ordinaries of 55 dioceses. These com- 
mittees, known as NCCS-VA hospital 
committees, are composed of repre- 
sentatives of diocesan and parochial 
organizations and represent a cross- 
section of volunteer strength in the 
diocese. The strong support rendered 
by the parochial and diocesan groups 
is indicated by the fact that 58 differ- 
ent organizations are now cooperating 
in the total NCCS-VA hospital effort. 

The highlight of the NCCS-VA 
program has been the resourcefulness 
and self-reliance of the hundreds of 
men and women volunteers who are 
making the Catholic influence felt 
throughout their VA hospital work. 
130 VA hospitals are now in active 
operation and more are scheduled to 
open within the coming year. 

As a result of the expansion of 
the peacetime armed forces, which re- 
quired the reactivation of USO, at- 
tendance and services have increased 
noticeably in most NCCS clubs. More 
than 4,000,000 persons were served 
during the year. The report indicates 
a number of new clubs were opened 
near major military installations in 
this country and abroad where the 
need demanded them. 

Special emphasis has been placed om 
varied program activities and personal 
services for young teen-age service per- 
sonnel, 60 per cent of whom are under 
21 years of age, and there has been 
an urgent need to secure community 
understanding and support for this 
phase of the program. The religious 
program was highlighted during the 
past year with the inauguration of the 
NCCS annual Communion Sunday and 
the development of a series of religious. 
pamphlets, “Focus on Faith,” to aid 
service personnel in the discharge of 
their religious duties. Other religious 
activities planned during the past year 
under the guidance of priest-moder- 
ators assigned to each club have in- 
cluded Communion Breakfasts, re- 
treats, religious discussion groups, 
rosary recitations, and Days of Recol- 
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lection. Servicemen and women have 
been active in local parish activities. 

Special programs have been planned 
for servicewomen who are taking an 
active part in club activities. The 
needs indicate that lounge facilities, 
information service, and contacts with 
the families in the local communi- 
ties and parishes are essential for this 
group. 

Personal services and leisure time 
activities have been provided for the 
special needs of Negro service per- 
sonnel wherever they have been nec- 
essary. Negro patients have enjoyed 
the benefits of the NCCS-VA hospital 
service. 

Services to military families and 
families of VA patients have been 
vitally important. Wives’ clubs have 
been organized, family recreation 
nights have been planned, and room 
tegistries have been maintained to 
assist with housing. 

NCCS continues to have the inter- 
est and loyalty of volunteers who con- 
tribute time and effort to various proj- 
ects associated with the club. More 
than 26,000 volunteers recorded 801,- 
000 hours of service during the year. 
An important development has been 
the successful participation of very 
young hostesses (16 and 17-yr. olds) 
in the NCCS programs for young 
servicemen supervised by the parents 
of the girls. 


Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
Bishop O’Hara, Chairman 


(yy hundred twenty-one priest di- 
rectors of the CCD have been 
officially appointed in archdioceses 
(22) and in dioceses (99) of the 
country, with 15 of these directors 
having priest assistants in the diocesan 
office. During the current year direc- 
tors were appointed in the new Dio- 
ceses of Austin and Joliet. 

Of new publications, the two most 
significant are the Revised SYRI Man- 
ual and the new No. 3 Baltimore 
Catechism. 


Appointment and Honor Award 
Made in National Youth Field 


Rev. George Dowd, director of the Catholic youth or- 
ganization of the Archdiocese of Boston, has been appointed 
the new national director of the Catholic Committee on 
Scouting. Announcement also was made of the conferring 
by His Holiness Pope Pius XII of the Cross Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice on Kenneth E. Cook, national director of Cath- 
olic Service of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Both announcements came from Bishop Richard O. Gerow 
of Natchez, episcopal chairman of the Catholic Committee 


on Scouting. 


Our congratulations are extended to both officials. 
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Manual for Religion Teachers of 
Elementary School Pupils—Volume I 
of Confraternity School Year Religion 
Course—The Adaptive Way, Grades 
I and II, a manual for teachers of 
children attending public schools— 
The Manual contains sample lesson 
plans, weekly lesson outlines, sugges- 
tions on right use of the Catechism, 
scriptural references, application of 
doctrine to practice, related texts for 
teachers and pupils, lists of visual aids 
and a publishers’ directory. A Spanish 
translation of this Manual is in prepa- 
ration. 

Revised Edition of the Baltimore 
Catechism No. 3—A book of 426 
pages, it is intended for use as a basic 
text for both Confraternity and Cath- 
olic high school pupils, Newman 
Clubs, Adult Inquiry Classes, parish 
discussion clubs, and by teachers of 
elementary school classes. Catholic 
and secular newspapers unanimously 
praised the oniee character of the 
Catechism in its applications of Cath- 
olic doctrine to present day situation, 
as military service, euthanasia, crema- 
tion, labor-management relations, tele- 
vized Masses, and social action trends. 

International Congress of Religious 
Instruction—Meetings in every “‘dio- 
cese or region or nation” were called 
for in the letter of the Sacred Congre- 
gation of the Council in announcing 
the International Congress of Religious 
Instruction to be held in Rome in con- 
nection with the 1950 Holy Year. 
During 1949 meetings were held in 
10 provinces comprising 61 dioceses 
in connection with CCD Regional Con- 
presses. 

The letter of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion was translated and distributed to 
members of the hierarchy, diocesan di- 
rectors and to members of the Teach- 
ing Sisters’ Committee. 

L’Osservatore Romano described the 
presentation of the Spiritual Bouquet 
offered in 102 archdioceses and dio- 
ceses during the Crusade of Prayer for 
the beatification and eventual canoni- 
zation of Pius X representing 3,814,- 


734 years or 45,776,812 months of 
prayer. 


At the separate Confraternity Train- 
ing Courses held during the summer 
of 1949, 23 persons, of whom 21 were 
Sisters representing 9 Communities, 
attended the Course for Religious 
held at the Catholic University of 
America. Forty-eight seminarians 
from 5 dioceses attended a CCD Cath- 
olic Action School at Loras College 
in Dubuque, September 27 - August 6. 
One hundred and fifteen lay persons 
from 13 archdioceses and dioceses at- 
tended a Six-Day Course for Lay 
Teachers of Religion, given gratis at 
St. Joseph’s College in Emmitsburg, 
Md., June 18-23. 


The standard CCD Program is con- 
cerned with: Religious Vacation 
Schools, Religious Discussion Clubs, 
Parent-Educator Program, Apostolate 
of Good Will, and Catechetical Sunday. 

The report concludes with excerpts 
from various Roman documents and 
letters on the CCD, including a letter 
from Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo, Presi- 
dent of Actio Catholica, on the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine and 
Catholic Action. 


Committee on Motion Pictures 
Bishop Scully, Chairman 


The Legion of Decency has found 
entertainment films during the past 
year, both foreign and domestic, 
morally the most offensive in numbers 
and quality in the history of the Le- 
gion. Close to 19 percent of the 
domestic films and nearly 47 percent 
of the foreign films reviewed (467) 
were offensive. 

The report strongly urged a closer 
following of the Legion of Decency 
list; counselled all to adhere faithfully 
to the annual pledge taken on the 
Sunday within the octave of the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception; and 
exhorted all Catholics to support and 
patronize the good and decent films 
produced in Hollywood and abroad. 








N.F.C.C.S. Campaign 
For Overseas Student Relief 


A fund-raising campaign for the overseas service of the 
National Federation of Catholic College Students has been 
announced by officers of the organization. Under the direc- 
tion of Miss Ethel Dignan, N.F.C.C.S. overseas program di- 
rector, the drive will raise funds for the care and education 


of students in impoverished and devastated European and 


programs. 


Asiatic countries. The overseas program plans call for the 
establishment of Catholic student centers abroad and for con- 
tinuation of relief, scholarship, and displaced person student 
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BISHOPS INTERPRET THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 


(Continued from page 3) 


moulds lastingly the tastes, the tem- 
peraments, the attitudes, the person- 
ality of the child. No human social 
influence can compare with the family 
in power to form and to direct the 
individual lives of men. 

The importance of family life for 
individuals is discerned in the service 
it renders to father and mother as 
well as to the chila. Husband and 
wife find fulfillment in their fruitful- 
ness, and find strength and comfort 
in the home. Family life gives dignity 
and peace and security to the mother. 
It exercises an ennobling and steady- 
ing influence upon the father. In 
both it awakens and develops a sense 
of responsibility, and fosters their 
growth in selflessness, sacrifice, and 
patience. 

The state measures its true strength 
by the stability of family life among 
its citizenry. For the family is the 
social cell. It is the family that pro- 
duces the citizen. No nation can be 
greater than its families. In vain does 
the world that disregards the injunc- 
tion of God loosen family ties and 
break up family life and then look 
to state schools to produce good citi- 
zens. At its best the school is only 
a strong aid to the home. Good citi- 


zens must first be good persons. School 
courses in civics and political science, 
and inspirational studies of the lives 
and works of patriotic leaders, meet 


a practical need. But these alone 
never make good citizens. Virtue is 
best developed in a good home where 
God is held in reverence. And vir- 
tue is the basis of good citizenship. 
The state which weakens the family 
inflicts deep injury upon itself. Any 
attack of the state on family life is 
suicidal. 

No less important is the role of the 
family for the Church. The Son of 
God, when He walked among men, 
set up His one Church as a kind of 
family, and its members call that 
Church their Holy Mother. Only 
those who know and live the family 
life of that Church can appreciate the 
glory and the solace of soul that abides 
in this earthly home of the human 
spirit. The Church, through the Sacra- 
ment of Matrimony, constantly chan- 
nels the essential grace of God to her 
faithful children in the home. But 
history proves that it is God's will 
and providence that the Church should 
depend for her continuity and growth, 
as well as for the devotion of the 
faithful, upon Christian family life. 

Since family life is thus essential to 
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the individual, to the State, and to 
the Church, it follows that whatever 
protects or promotes good family life 
is to be diligently fostered. It is of 
paramount concern to all mankind 
that family life be preserved in full 
soundness and moral health. 


To exist in full effectiveness, family 
life must have permanence. This 
permanence depends chiefly upon the 
permanence of marriage. Strictly req- 
uisite is marriage that is monogamous 
and indissoluble: the marriage of one 
man with one woman in divorceless 
union that is broken only by the death 
of one of the spouses. Such a marriage 
is requisite, not for the mere begetting 
of offspring, but for the rearing and 
training of children until they come 
to full maturity. Any marriage which 
locks to dissolution or divorce, even 
as a possibility, cannot give to chil- 
dren the security they need; cannot 
surround children with the enduring 
atmosphere of home; cannot breathe 
into children the spirit of true family 
life. Nor can such a marriage give 
to husband and wife the complete re- 
liance on each other which is requisite 
for their peace and happiness under 
the exacting conditions of marital duty. 


Further, family life must have free- 
dom. There must be no undue inter- 
vening of the civil power in the do- 
main of husband and wife. This 
requirement involves two points of 
obligation. Freedom implies that 
rights be respected. The state must 
respect the rights of the family. It 
must not therefore fail to provide op- 
portunities for the adequate housing 
of families, for the requisite schooling 
of children, for the use of common 
benefits supplied through the taxing 
of citizens. On the other hand, the 
state must not oppress the family. It 
must not discount parental authority 
by invading the home and legislating 
upon matters which are of strictly do- 
mestic concern. It must be neither 
arbitrary nor tyrannous. It must not 
usurp the right which belongs to par- 
ents, of educating their children. On 
this score, the part of the state is 
to furnish opportunity for schooling, 
and to see that parents are not recreant 
in making use of the opportunity on 
behalf of their children. The state 
cannot force a child to attend this 
school or that; it cannot prescribe 
courses of study that may involve in- 
tellectual or moral dangers for pupils. 
Nor can the state make discrimination 
among families, distributing common 


benefits to some and withholding them 
from others. 

To the Church belongs the pre- 
eminent right to guide the child’s 
spiritual and moral formation; to the 
parents belongs the natural right to 
govern and supervise the child’s nur- 
ture and general education; in society 
is vested the right to transmit, gener- 
ally by means of schools, the cultural 
heritage of successive generations. 

The function of the state is to as- 
sist these three agencies to discharge 
harmoniously their responsibilities in 
the best interest of the public welfare. 
The state must ever keep in mind that 
children belong to their parents before 
they belong to the state; the resources 
to develop them into their full stature 
as human beings destined for eternal 
union with God are not the property 
of political government; these consti- 
tute the treasury of families and the 
Church. 

Again, the family, to exercise its 
good influence in full effectiveness, 
needs a just measure of economic se- 
curity. When, in a wealthy and pros- 
pering nation, diligent and wiiling 
parents are forced to live in grinding 
poverty; when parents have no oppor- 
tunity of owning their own home; 
when the aid of government is ex- 
tended to those who raise crops or 
build machines but not to those who 
rear children, there exists a condition 
of inequity and even of injustice. So- 
cial legislation and social action must 
concur to improve man’s economic 
opportunity, to enable him to marry 
early, to free him from the peril of 
unnaturally limiting his family, and 
to afford him some certainty of suffi- 
ciently gainful employment and some 
assurance that death or accident will 
not reduce his dependents to the status 
of public charges. 

Finally, the family needs religion. 
It requires the high morality and the 
unvarying standards of duty which only 
the spirit of religion can supply to 
family life. It needs the strong qual- 
ity of staunch loyalty to God and to 
His commandments, to His Church 
and to her precepts. It needs the filial 
piety which has its source and support 
in Lp towards God. It needs prayer 
and the example of prayerfulness. We 
are consoled by the evident growth 
of pious practices in the home, the 
enthronement of the Sacred Heart, 
regular family prayer, and the wide 
variety of Catholic devotions which 
have given to Christian homes the 
character of sacred sanctuaries. 

The family needs to gather again 
around its hearths and rekindle there 
the fires of religious fervor. The home 
must again become a shrine of fidelity, 
a place where God is the unseen Host. 
We commend the program of the 
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Catholic Family Life Conference as 
one means of meeting the evident 
present need for better and happier 
homes. Family retreats, Cana confer- 
ences, courses on family life in schools 
and colleges, and study groups con- 
cerned with preparation for family life, 
should be widely encouraged and zeal- 
ously promoted throughout our coun- 
try. The press, radio, motion pictures 
and all agencies of public opinion 
should give constant aid in emphasiz- 
ing the ideals of worthy family life. 
These powerful forces should be an 
unfailing support for the virtues which 
safeguard the home and give nobility 
to the nation. 

These, then, are the requisites for 
family life if it is to produce its won- 
drous benefits in full measure and 
effectiveness: it must be permanent in 
its establishment and prospects; it must 
be free from unwarranted interven- 
tions; it must have economic security; 
it must be religious. Yet even when 
these requisites are not perfectly re- 
alized, family life, though hampered, 
is productive of incalculable good. In 
the Providence of God it is the best 
of existing human agencies for social 
benefit. There is grave danger, how- 
ever, that, if a godless philosophy be 


still permitted to prevail, family life 
among us will not only be further 
hampered but ultimately destroyed. 


We have, indeed, supernatural 
knowledge that God’s Church will not 
be destroyed, and while the Church 
endures family life will still, in some 
measure, exist and fruitfully function. 
But viewing our country and the world 
by and large, and noting the growing 
tendency to ignore God and His rights 
in society, the lethal danger to the 
family is neither chimerical nor re- 
mote. It is a present danger, moée 
fearsome than the atom bomb. 


After thirty-five years of war and 
its effects which have wrought incalcu- 
lable injury to family life, we call for 
an intensive effort to restore the vir- 
tues and practices guaranteeing family 
stability and peace. 


With confidence in the help of God, 
through Jesus Christ, His Son, and 
with constant faith in the intercession 
of His Mother, the Immaculate Mary, 
we urge all families to strive by their 
— for the restoration of pure 
amily life. Let all recite the family 
Rosary. Let there be a renewal of 
devotion, a frequency in the reception 
of the Sacraments, a rebirth of all 
those virtues which make family life 
a mirror of the Holy Family of Naza- 
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reth. Joseph, the honest workman, is 
still the guardian of families. Mary, 
the Mother of God, is the blessed 
mother of every Catholic home. And 
Jesus, subject to them, His creatures, 
is the model of every child. To Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, we commit your 
hearts, your souls and your homes. 
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training and indoctrination courses. She served on The 
President's Committee on Religion and Welfare in the Armed 
Forces and on the USO Community Organization Committee. 

A graduate of Our Lady of Lourdes Academy and the 
College of the Holy Names, Oakland, Calif., (cum laude) 
Miss Mealey has taken graduate studies at the University of 
California. She is a member of Kappa Gamma Pi, I.F.C.A., 
the American Association of Group Workers, California 
Conference of Social Work, California Catholic Conference 
of Social Workers, and the Newman Alumnae Association, 
University of California. In the volunteer field, Miss Mealey 
has served as Youth Chairman of the Alameda County Coun- 
cil of Catholic Women, and during her term as president of 
the Holy Names College Alumnae Association served as the 
association’s representative at meetings of the San Francisco 


A.C.C.W. 


Our sincere good wishes are extended to Miss Mealey in 
her new field of endeavor. 
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Bishop Gerow made 
Assistant at Papal Throne 


On the occasion of the recent celebration of his silver jubi- 
lee of consecration, Bishop Richard O. Gerow of Natchez was 
honored by the Holy Father with the title of Assistant at the 
Papal Throne. 

CATHOLIC ACTION wishes to add its congratulations to 
those already received. 


Bishops Again Hold Thanksgiving 
Relief Collection for Overseas 

Thanksgiving 1949 was again selected by the Archbishops 
and Bishops of the United States for a special overseas relief 
collection in the parishes of the nation. This year the stress 
was on clothing and soap rather than food as these items are 
desperately needed in European relief areas, especially among 
the thousands of refugees and homeless now in Germany, 
Austria and Italy and the over 500,000 displaced persons 
still homeless. Material thus collected is being dispersed by 
War Relief Services-N.C.W.C. 
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The Lay Apostolate 


In Education 
Rev. Wm. E. McManus 


HE ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE of Catholic 
Action and likewise of one of its most effec- 
tive applications, the lay apostolate, is the 
restoration of all things in Christ. The lay apostolate 
in education, therefore, is aimed at the restoration in 
Christ of all things educational by means of intelli- 
gent, organized, and militant lay effort under the 
direction of the clergy. “All things educational” 
include the forces which bring about deep and abid- 
ing changes in the individual child or pupil, among 
which are the child’s home environment, companions, 
recreation, and, for our particular interest in this 
article, his schooling. And the lay activity we have 
in mind is not a smug, righteous, destructive criticism 
of the defects and shortcomings of either religious 
or secular education, but rather a reasoned, humble 
and constructive effort to fulfill within the American 
educational milieu Christ's injunction, “So let your 
light shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father Who is in heaven.” 

How may we approach our topic? The formula, 
Observe—Judge—Act, used by specialized Catholic 
Action groups, may serve as a convenient method for a 
systematic, if somewhat sketchy, analysis of our sub- 
ject. Let us, therefore, take a good look at American 
schools, pass an objective judgment on them, and 
decide upon a course of action in the lay apostolate. 

Looking at American education, we immediately 
see two school systems: church-related schools, mostly 
Catholic, and the public schools. At first glance, they 
appear to be much the same, busy as they are in the 
preparation of the young for citizenship, for making a 
living, and for “leading the good life.” Closer obser- 
vation, of course, reveals a decided difference in the 
kind of a “good life” which the schools expect their 
graduates to lead. 

For the graduate of the Catholic school (and to 
some extent for graduates of other church-related 
schools), the good life should mean supernatural life 
in which a person, Pope Piux XI said, ‘Thinks, judges 
and acts constantly and consistently in accordance with 
right reason illumined by the supernatural light of 
the example and teaching of Christ.” For this reason 
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Christian education, which prepares young people for 
the supernaturally good life, must “take in the whole 
aggregate of human life, physical and spiritual, intel- 
lectual and moral. individual, domestic and social, not 
with a view of reducing it in any way, but in order 
to elevate, regulate and perfect it, in accordance 
with the example and teaching of Christ.” The pur- 
pose of Catholic schools in the United States, there- 
fore, is to give their pupils those experiences, i.e., 
information, skills and activities, which with God's 
help, will develop in them the understandings, atti- 
tudes (their slant on life and its problems) and habits 
which will enable them to meet every situation of life 
—at home, in the neighborhood, at school, at work, 
at play—in a Christ-like way. And young people 
thus educated will make good American citizens who 
know, appreciate and love the values of our Amer- 
ican democratic society. Moreover, their religious 
training, with its constant emphasis on the dignity of 
each and every person in the sight of God, and on the 
interdependence of all men under the Fatherhood of 
God, will endow them with the high motives needed 
for the personal sacrifices to make democracy work 
in a society of liberty under law and government for 
the general welfare. To lead a life of Christian 
democracy is no easy task, and rarely will any edu- 
cation short of Christian education prepare a person 
for this kind of a life. 


Are Catholic schools really activated by these high 
ideals, or are they drifting along in the secular stream 
of American education, wishfully dreaming about 
these ideals, but doing little hard work to attain them? 
Obviously the question will not admit a general 
answer. In a few schools, probably less than twenty 
percent of the Catholic schools in the United States, 
these noble ideals have been adapted to teaching spe- 
cifics with the result that every school subject, every 
activity and even extra-curricular projects, has been 
mobilized for an integrated program of Christian edu- 
cation. In other Catholic schools, perhaps about forty 
to sixty percent of the total, some effort, often badly 
organized and less often, uninspired, to make these 
ideals a reality is being attempted. In the rest of the 
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schools, and to a degree also in those just mentioned, 
the old idea that the essence of Catholic education is 
religious instruction, generally “teaching the cate- 
chism,” still dominates the school program. 

What do we observe in the public schools? Immedi- 
ately we are struck with public school educators’ 
earnest endeavors to work out some kind of a program 
to meet their students’ need for “spiritual values.” 
The fantastic pre-war notion that the public school’s 
only purpose was to turn out loyal American citizens, 
generally of the “fourth-of-July” variety, who were 
trained for a job and who were eager to make a living 
in our unrestrained free-enterprise economy, has been 
replaced by a sober realization that the public schools 
must meet the students’ demands (and their parents’ 
demands, too) for some kind of spiritual substance 
in the educational bill of fare. Observers will find 
also that public school authorities no longer stake the 
future of American democracy in the lush riches of 
economic prosperity and an ever-rising standard of 
living; instead, they now are keenly aware of the 
urgent importance of undergirding our democratic 
way of life with some solid spiritual foundations. Life 
in the United States is serious; people are looking for 
values—real values, not bargain prices on things they 
really don’t need; there’s a mood of reverence for all 
things spiritual and religious. All of this is reflected 
in the program of the public schools as we see them 
today. 

For the religious-minded person, and certainly for 
the lay apostle, this current public school interest in 
spiritual values is not an unmixed blessing. To the 
minds of an overwhelming majority of public school 
educators, spiritual values suggest a form of ethical 
culture, a philosophy of the Golden Rule, devoid of 
any reference to Almighty God, yet, fully sufficient in 
itself without benefit of revealed religion to develop 
the finished man of character, the loyal citizen, bent 
upon leading the good life. The more ardent devotees 
of ethical culture quite frankly describe and promote 
it as a “democratic substitute” for revealed religion 
which, as they see it, tends to get bogged down in sec- 
tarian wrangles which create a divisiveness in society. 

This ethical culture is secularism in its most virulent 
form. It doesn’t attack religion; it just declares it 
unnecessary for a person’s individual or social welfare 
and equally unnecessary for the good of society. It is 
not a mere negation but a positive creed, a humanism 
without God, a dynamic, organized theory, claiming 
to be the successor to sectarian Christianity, envision- 
ing in messianic fashion a non-sectarian world with 
about the same enthusiasm as the Communist party 
dreams about a classless society. Its millenium will 
occur when everybody has an unqualified “faith” in 
the limitless perfectability of man. And, sad to say, 
public school educators whose number is legion have 
great hope that the millenium will come to pass and 
they spare no effort to hasten its arrival by zealously 
teaching the spiritual values to their pupils. 
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1949-1950 Forum Series 


HE N.C.W.C. Forum Committee, representative 

of the departments of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, offers its 1949-50 series of 
eight articles, month by month, under the general 
title “The Lay Apostolate Today.” These have been 
prepared for general use and should be especially 
helpful to organization and educational leaders. 


Use the articles: 
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Use the questions at the end as guides for reading 
and discussion. 








This dynamic secularism, or, as its friends call it, 
ethical culture, has great appeal. It gives a plausible 
answer to the riddle of life without bending a person's 
mind and will to the authority of a transcendental 
power. It gives all the rewards of a psychoanalytic 
treatment, without subjecting one’s conduct to taboos 
and other “arbitrary” restrictions. It is an easy-going 
type of religion; it doesn’t go “too far” or involve 
“irretrievable commitments.” And for the public 
schools, courses in ethical culture are the answer to 
critics who charge that American public education is 
godless. Moreover, ethical culture affords an oppor- 
tunity to do something “really good” for its pupils 
without becoming involved in sectarian disputes. 
Above all, emphasis on the spiritual values will 
satisfy the students’ desire for the consolation and 
assurances which in times past religious instruction 
alone was supposed to give. 

To be sure, there are a few public school edu.ators 
and a good number of churchmen who resent the 
public school’s espousal of ethical culture as a sub- 
stitute for revealed religion. Quite reasonably they 
maintain that if ethical culture is to have a place 
in the public school curriculum, revealed religion 
should be accorded similar status. So they argue in 
perfect logic that public school authorities should be 
willing to cooperate with the churches in released time 
instruction programs and in other teaching proce- 
dures which will acquaint public school pupils with 
our nation’s religious heritage and tradition. They 
also insist that the social action program of the 
churches, and particularly their work in the field of 
citizenship training, should be an integral part of the 
social studies and citizenship courses of public schools. 
In short, these persons believe that revealed religion 
should be given at least an even break with ethical 
culture which is fast becoming the dominant spiritual 
philosophy in our nation’s public schools. 

What shall a lay apostle judge or decide to do on 
the basis of these observations? Six judgments might 
be made: 
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1. The contest for dominance or at least pre-em- 
inence in American education is being waged between 
the adherents of two philosophies of education: 
Christians and dynamic secularists of the ethical cul- 
ture school. 


2. Already dominating public education, ethical 
culture has a more extensive sphere of influence than 
religious education which is confined mainly to church- 
related schools. 


3. It is imperative that every Catholic school be a 
supernatural leaven in the secular mass of American 
education. Catholic schools which fall short of the 
Catholic ideal of education are like “salt without 
savor.” 


4. The ethical culture movement will not give seri- 
ous-minded students satisfactory answers to their per- 
sonal and social problems. Religious education alone 
will give the answers they seck. 


5. The lay apostle who is deeply convinced about 
the values of religious education and who is willing 
in charity and prudence to share his blessings with 
his neighbor may direct the ethical culture movement 
into channels which lead to religion and to God him- 
self. 


6. What concerns the lay apostle is not the destruc- 
tion of ethical culture, but its re-direction toward 
Christ in Whom all things, including the teaching of 
the spiritual values, are to be restored. 


Finally, let us consider some suggestions for action 
in the lay apostolate in education. Keeping in mind 
the Catholic Action principle of “like to like’ I would 
recommend: 


1. Catholic public school teachers, in cooperation 
with their Christian colleagues who want to restore 
religion to the public schoa!s, might well organize 
study groups or discussion clubs to consider practical 
ways and means of arranging for the religious instruc- 
tion of public school pupils, e.g., through a released 


time program or through Sunday schools. These 
groups might also analyze the ethical culture program 
in their schools and propose practical methods for 
directing this program toward a realization that its 
deficiencies can be remedied only by turning to 
religion. 

2. Parents of Catholic school children, as militant 
members of parent-teacher groups or home and school 
associations, should study the purpose and practice of 
the Catholic school program for these reasons: to make 
suggestions for its improvement in terms of the child's 
needs as manifested in his or her life within the 
family circle; to apply in family situations the instruc- 
tions in Christian social living given to their children 
in school; to become so well informed about the aims 
and program of Catholic schools that they may clearly 
and convincingly explain Catholic education to their 
neighbors. 
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3. Catholic lay apostles should seize upon every 
Opportunity to interpret Catholic education to their 
friends and neighbors. Some opportunities are: casual 
conversations with a serious word or two about the 
importance of religious instruction in a child's educa- 
tion; participation in civic meetings on school mat- 
ters, €.g., raising questions about, or, even better, pro- 
posing answers to the practical problem of giving pub- 
lic school pupils an opportunity for religious instruc- 
tion; talking to fraternal organizations like the Ki- 
wanis or the Elks on the topic: Relative values of reli- 
gious education and ethical culture; forming citizens’ 
committees composed mainly of parents to investigate 
the local public school’s program of spiritual values 
and its provision for religious instruction; taking action 
with other religious-minded citizens to give children 
proper opportunities for religious instruction; check- 
ing the public school library to determine where any 
books prejudiced against religion are being circulated 
among the children, making religious books available 
to the public school library. 


In summary, the lay apostolate in education em- 
braces two spheres of action: the constant perfecting 
of our Catholic educational process and an intelligent, 
courageous, and zealous effort to direct the ethical cul- 
ture movement toward religion, lest it become a sub- 
stitute for it. 


DISCUSSION AIDS 


. What is the general purpose of the lay apostolate? 

. How may this pen purpose be applied to education? 

. What are the objectives of Catholic schools ?—of public 
schools? 

. What are some practical methods for exercising the lay 
apostolate? 
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INTERNATIONALIZATION OF JERUSALEM AND THE HOLY PLACES 


Statement released by the Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops 
of the American Hierarchy at their annual meeting in Wash- 
ington, November 16-17-18, 1949. 


ew question of the status of Jeru- 
salem and the Holy Places, now 
before the United Nations, preemi- 
nently religious in character, is a mat- 
ter of deep and intimate concern to 
Catholics in the United States. Through 
the centuries, Christians have held the 
Holy Places in Palestine as a sacred 
trust. 


In the earliest years, they built 
there great sanctuaries and erected hos- 
pices for the care of the many pilgrims 
from all quarters of the civilized world. 
Since the Thirteenth Century, the 
Franciscan Fathers, supported by the 
offerings of the Catholic world, have 
been custodians of these Holy Shrines 
and hundreds of them have suffered 
martyrdom in defense of them. In 
the eighteenth century, an arrangement 
known as the “Status quo’, safeguard- 
ing the sacred character of the Holy 
Places and guaranteeing free access to 
them, proved to be workable in circum- 
stances which were not wholly satis- 
factory. 


Under the British Mandate the pro- 
visions of the “Status quo’”’ were en- 
forced as law and the British acted 
for the family of nations. When the 
General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions on November 29, 1947 decreed 
the Partition of Palestine into a Jewish 
State and an Arab State, it made the 
creation of the International Enclave 
of Jerusalem and its environs an essen- 


tial element of the tripartite arrange- 
ment. Hence, with the surrender of 
the Mandate by the British on May 
14, 1948, the new provisions for pro- 
tecting the Holy Places and for insur- 
ing free access to them, became the 
responsibility of the nations. 


In spite of the regrettable war in 
Palestine during the intervening period 
when the United Nations was unable 
to set * an international regime, this 
responsibility was reaffirmed in the 
General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions on December 11, 1948 when it 
was resolved that the Jerusalem area 
should be accorded special and sepa- 
rate treatment from the rest of Pales- 
tine “and that it should be placed 
under effective United Nations con- 
trol”. 


To this end it established the Pales- 
tine Conciliation Commission which 
was instructed to present to the Fourth 
Regular Session of the General As- 
sembly “detailed proposals for a per- 
manent international regime for the 
Jerusalem area which will provide a 
maximum local autonomy for distinc- 
tive groups consistent with the special 
international status of the Jerusalem 
area”’. 


The Commission has presented its 
proposal and in the near future the 
General Assembly will act on it. This 
proposal, while pretending internation- 
alization of the Jerusalem area, by no 
means achieves it. 


Our Holy Father Pope Pius XII, 
time and time again, has made it clear 
that the only effective — for 
the safety, and the sacred character of 
Jerusalem, for the protection of the 
Holy Places, for the free exercise of 
the indisputable rights of a Christian 
minority, and for free access of pil- 
gtims to their shrines, is a territorial 
internstionalization of Jerusalem and 
its area under the sovereignty and the 
effective control of the Family of Na- 
tions. 

There can be no question as to the 
meaning of internationalization in the 
he letters. It is the concept origi- 
nally expressed by the General As- 
jon Th itself in November, 1947. It 
is a truly international regime and not 
a mere control or curatorship. There- 
fore only such a real internationaliza- 
tion can establish peace in the area and 
effectively safeguard the Holy Places 
for future generations. 

In our historic position as defenders 
of the sacredness of the Holy Places 
and of free access to them, we appeal 
to our civil authorities and to the na- 
tions for a real and effective interna- 
tionalization of Jerusalem and its en- 
virons. For this truly Christian ideal 
Catholics the world over are united in 
prayer with Pope Pius XII. 

We beg God to guide the delegates 
of the nations in their deliberations. 
May they see that the hope of true 
peace in this critical area lies only in 
the real and effective internationaliza- 
tion of Jerusalem and its environs. 
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